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Module Aims

This module aims to prepare students to be able to support learners with specific learning
difficulties / dyslexia, particularly in the areas of literacy and numeracy. Successful
assessment of this module meets the British Dyslexia Association requirements for
Accredited Learning Support Assistant (ALSA).

Intended Learning Outcomes

Key skills for employability

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy

KS5 Information management skills

KS6 Research skills

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills

KS8 Career management skills

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-
management)

KS10 Numeracy

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills
Have an awareness of theories of teaching and learning as KS1 KS4
1 applied to specific learning difficulties / dyslexia and key KS6
policies affecting learners with specific learning difficulties /
dyslexia.

- . e s . KS1 KS5
5 Understand how specific learning difficulties / dyslexia are KSE

manifested in the classroom and daily life.

Have an awareness and understanding of relevant screening | KS1 KS4

and assessment procedures for dyslexia and understand how | KS6

3 | assessment relates to the design of appropriate learning
programmes for learners with dyslexia / other specific
learning difficulties.

Provide opportunities for students to develop their knowledge | KS1 KS2
4 | of different approaches to teaching and supporting pupils with | KS3 KS5
specific learning difficulties / dyslexia. KS9 KS8
KS1 KS6

5 Understand the impact of specific learning difficulties /

dyslexia on self-esteem.

: : . KS1 KS2
5 Understand the role and function of professionals supporting KS3 KSE

learners with specific learning difficulties / dyslexia. KSE KSO




Transferable skills and other attributes

1. Ability to select, justify and evaluate the use of a range of appropriate resources
and support methods;

Ability to communicate effectively with others (learners / parents / key staff);
Working with others;

Ability to plan deliver and evaluate specialist support sessions;

Develop and maintain relevant records;

Construct appropriate resources and justify and explain their use to other adults;
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Critical reflection on professional development.

Derogations

None

Assessment:

Indicative Assessment Tasks:

One assessment will be undertaken by the participants. Due to the practical nature of
elements of the assessment which lead to eligibility for the BDA ALSA accreditation there is
a requirement that participants will need to evidence 25 hours of work with a learner(s) with
SpLD. This will include approximately five hours relating to carrying out informal curriculum
based assessment and observation and the subsequent 20 hours of support for a learner(s)
identified as displaying SpLD/Dyslexic-type difficulties.

Participants are required to construct a professional development portfolio comprising:
0] support log of 20 hours of support with evaluations;
(i) record of one learner's response;
(iii) three self-constructed resources for supporting literacy;
(iv) informal assessment of a learner;
(V) three self-constructed resources for supporting numeracy;
(vi) evaluation on personal professional development;
(vii)  a contextual analysis of the support sessions.

As part of the portfolio to meet the BDA accreditation criteria one hour of practice of
supporting a learner/small group of learners must be observed. Depending upon
circumstances this observation can take the form of either a live observation or submission of
an encrypted DVD/USB of one hour of recorded practice may be submitted.

Assessment giatlgrzges to | Type of assessment Weighting | Duration yord count
number yp (%) (if exam) (or equivalent if
be met appropriate)




4,000

1 ‘ All ‘ Portfolio ‘ 100% ‘ N/A ‘ !
equivalent

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

The module will be delivered using an interactive, reflective approach drawing upon the
experiences of the participants. The strategies to be adopted will include tutor directed
sessions, workshops, investigations, seminars and supported self-study based on learners’
own research and examination of the social context of curricular policies and decisions. The
use of the VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) is also encouraged through interactive
activities, forums and discussion groups

Syllabus outline:

e characteristics of dyslexia /specific learning difficulties and the impact on school life,
learning and social / emotional development;

e strategies for supporting learning;
e the role of the specialist LSA/TA working with others;

e methods and approaches to teaching and supporting learners with dyslexia / dyslexic-
type difficulties in literacy and numeracy;

e informal assessment of literacy and numeracy;
e planning, recording and evaluating learning support.
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Web-based sources:

For example:
www.bdadyslexia.org.uk
www.senteacher.org
www.teachers.guardian.co.uk
www.helpgamers.co.uk
www.inclusive.co.uk
WWW.Nessy.co.uk
www.education.gov.uk/about dfes
www.phonics4free.org
www.educationscotland.gov.uk/supporting learners

www.dyslexiasw.com/advice/help

Journals you may find useful and should check in order to keep up to date:

Dyslexia
Dyslexia Review

British Journal of Special Education




Journal of Research in Special Educational Needs
Journal of Educational Psychology

Journal of Learning disabilities

Annals of Dyslexia

Journal of child Psychology and Psychiatry
Journal of Research in Reading

Learning Disabilities Research and Practice
Learning Disabilities Quarterly

Journal of School Psychology

Language Learning

Reading and Writing

Association for Learning Technology Journal
Reading Research Quarterly

Journal of Experimental Child Psychology
Child Development

Brain and Language

Development Neuropsychology

Useful Publishers Websites for resources

www.semerc.com

www.inclusive.co.uk

www.cricksoft.com

www.folens.com

www.LDAIlearning.com

www.wordshark.co.uk



http://www.semerc.com/
http://www.inclusive.co.uk/
http://www.cricksoft.com/
http://www.folens.com/
http://www.ldalearning.com/
http://www.wordshark.co.uk/

